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Are flywheel energy storage systems suitable for commercial applications?

Among the different mechanical energy storage systems,the flywheel energy storage system (FESS) is

considered suitable for commercial applications. An FESS,shown in Figure 1,is a spinning mass,composite or

steel,secured within a vessel with very low ambient pressure.

 

What is a flywheel energy storage system (fess)?

The flywheel energy storage system (FESS) is one such storage system that is gaining popularity. This is due

to the increasing manufacturing capabilities and the growing variety of materials available for use in FESS

construction. Better control systems are another important recent breakthrough in the development of FESS

[32,36,37,38].

 

What are the components of a flywheel energy storage system?

The main components of a flywheel energy storage system are a rotor, an electrical motor/generator, bearings,

a PCS (bi-directional converter), a vacuum pump, and a vacuum chamber . During charging, the rotor is

accelerated to a high speed using the electrical motor.

 

How much energy does a flywheel produce?

The net energy ratios of steel and composite flywheels are 2.5-3.5 and 2.7-3.8. The GHG emissions of steel

and composite flywheels are 75-121 and 49-95 kg CO 2 eq/MWh. Flywheel energy storage systems are

feasible for short-duration applications, which are crucial for the reliability of an electrical grid with large

renewable energy penetration.

 

How long does a flywheel energy storage system take?

Traditional storage systems can take up to five minutes to respond. A grid-scale flywheel energy storage

system is able to respond to grid operator control signal in seconds and able to absorb the power fluctuation

for as long as 15 minutes.  Flywheel storage has proven to be useful in trams.

 

What is a flywheel storage power plant?

In Ontario,Canada,Temporal Power Ltd. has operated a flywheel storage power plant since 2014. It consists of

10 flywheels made of steel. Each flywheel weighs four tons and is 2.5 meters high. The maximum rotational

speed is 11,500 rpm. The maximum power is 2 MW. The system is used for frequency regulation.

OverviewMain componentsPhysical characteristicsApplicationsComparison to electric batteriesSee

alsoFurther readingExternal linksA typical system consists of a flywheel supported by rolling-element bearing

connected to a motor-generator. The flywheel and sometimes motor-generator may be enclosed in a vacuum

chamber to reduce friction and energy loss. First-generation flywheel energy-storage systems use a large steel

flywheel rotating on mechanical bearings. Newer systems use carbon-fiber composite rotors
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